September 2006 Newsletter
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Dear Playhouse Families,

Welcome to all our new and returning families.  The teachers and I are so excited to begin our fifth year in Hopkinton and to guide your children through many adventures in learning.  This year, Marie, Deb, and I will be teaching in the toddler area.  On the preschool side, Donna, Betsy, Laurie, Joanna (my daughter), Lynda (Marie’s cousin), and myself will team teach each morning.  Margaret Driscoll will coordinate the Before/After kindergarten program in addition to being lead teacher for our afternoon students.  Joanna will be the teaching assistant in the afternoon classes.  Happy Fall!




Ida
Attendance


This year we will continue with our attendance check-in and out at the entrance gate to keep everyone safe.  Please drop off and pick up your child at the front door only.  Children will not be allowed in the entryway without a teacher present.  I want to stress that the gate is not there to keep parents or siblings out.  Please come in to chat or play for a while if time permits.  You’re always welcome.
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This year we’re offering some new services.  In the toddler area, parents may sign up their child to extend their day until 1:00 or 2:00, Monday- Friday.  Please send a lunch and any comfort item they may need for a longer stay.  Ms. Marie will take good care of your little ones.  In our preschool program, parents may sign up for extended days until 2:00 or 3:00, Monday – Friday.  Early 8:00 A.M. drop off is also available each morning.  Parents can also use our random drop-off service by signing up ahead or calling us that morning if you need a spot.  We’d love to accommodate you and your child.
Afternoon Preschool


The afternoon preschool program has changed a bit.  Lunch will start about 12:15 and free choice playtime will last until 1:30.  After clean-up, Margaret will lead a literacy group where the children listen to stories and then participate in a follow up activity such as an art/craft project, a puppet show, or “writing” their own version of the story.  This may also be a time for journal dictation with personal illustrations.  Margaret could choose to dedicate a week to a favorite author or style of literature.  Our afternoon will end with a snack and outside play or inside music/games, depending on the weather.

Survey Results


Thank you all for your feedback in our spring survey.  We are making improvements in our overall communication with parents.  For toddler parents, please write any special instructions/phone numbers in the Parent Notebook.  Your child’s activities and snacks will be posted on a message board as you enter the toddler area.  For preschool parents, please tell the attendance teacher any special instructions and she’ll record them next to your child’s name.  We will distribute a monthly newsletter (at our website too) and provide two progress reports, a short one in November and a more detailed checklist in March.  
Our survey also revealed an interest in after preschool programs at The Playhouse.  Your child could extend his or her day or return to attend a theatre class, a music program, or a second language session.  Enter Stage Left is offering a theatre class at our school on Thursdays from 3:00-3:45 for 3-5 year olds.  Look for a flyer in your child’s backpack.  Pamela, the creator of Music, Movement, and More in Holliston may offer a class on Tuesdays from 12:30-1:15 for toddlers and preschoolers.. I’ll keep you posted on all upcoming activities.  Please check our Community News bulletin board as you enter our preschool.

Parent/Teacher Communication

Starting September 29, Fridays from 9:00 to 12:00 will be set aside for any parent to touch base with their child’s teacher for about 20 minutes.  I’ll post a sign-up sheet for each teacher and they will be available to meet with you to discuss any questions or concerns.  Often we are so busy with the children that parents don’t feel comfortable approaching us with their concerns.  We want to be more accessible to you.  Don’t hesitate to request a meeting.
Family Visiting Night

The Playhouse will have Family Visiting night in October.  I’ll post a sign-up sheet with group dates and times.  Anyone in your family may visit that evening.  Yes! Bring your children.
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Our guinea pig, Brownie, is available to spend the weekend at your house.  See sign up sheet in the entryway to schedule a date.

Allergies


This year we have several children with allergies, mainly peanuts, tree nuts, and seafood.  Please check with their parents before bringing in any special treats.
Hannah Ianelli (MWF pm) – 497-9557

April Swain (TTh am) – 881-0293

Jack Brady (TTh am) – 435-2260

Kyla Crum (TTh am) – 435-2468
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This year, we’ll offer the Honeybee Book Club for Toddlers to 4 year olds and the SeeSaw Book Club for K-1.  Look for order forms in your child’s backpack.  Betsy will order the books online so please get your order and money in by the date marked on the form.  The more you buy, the more free books The Playhouse will receive! (
Reminders…

Please send in an extra set of clothing and diapers (if needed) to store in your child’s cubby.  Please label their coat and backpack ASAP.  Don’t forget to fill out the Family Info. Forms if you’re new and just the cover page if you attended last year.  We’d love to post pictures of our families, including pets, on our bulletin boards.  It’s often such a comfort to our students to look at or even hold their family picture if they’re missing mommy.   Please send them in when you can.
